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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2, Claims 1 , 4, 5, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Schwelb et al. (US PAT: 5,950,123, filed 8-26-1996, hereinafter Schwelb ) in view of 
Haavisto (US PAT:6,208,715, PCT Pub. Date: 5-9-1997). 

Regarding claim 1, Schwelb teaches a communication system that transmits text 
messages to mobile terminals, the mobile terminal comprising: a receiver (54, fig. 3) 
that receives voice and text messages over an RF channel (col. 5 lines 4-7), a text-to- 
speech (TTS) converter (64, fig. 3) that employs low complexity phonetic TTS algorithm, 
providing processed data to the TTS converter, wherein processed data comprising a 
text message is provided to the TTS converter(col, 5 lines 7-31). 

Regarding claim 5, Schwelb discloses a method for providing audible output of 
text messages in a communication system that transmits voice and text messages to 
mobile terminals, the method comprising: receiving voice and text messages over an 
RF channel (col. 5 lines 4-7), processing the received message, providing the data to a, 
(TTS) converter (64, fig. 3), wherein the processed data comprising a text message is 
provided to the TTS converter wherein the TTS converter employs a low complexity 
phonetic TTS algorithm (col. 5 lines 7-31). 
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Schwelb differs from claims 1 and 5 in that although he teaches transceiver (54, 
fig. 3) for transmitting and receiving radio communications including voice and data to 
and from a base station 12 (fig. 1, col. 5 lines 4-7), he does not explicitly teach the 
following: a speech decoder to decode voice, a switch to selectively provide data for 
speech decoder or message processing. 

However, Haavisto discloses method and apparatus for transmitting messages in 
a telecommunication system, which teaches the following: a speech decoder (120, figs. 
1-2) to decode voice, a switch (204, fig. 2) to selectively provide data speech decoder or 
message processing (col. 1. line 27-line 67, fig. 1; col. 3, line 9-col 4 line 47, figs. 1-2). 

Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
invention was made to modify Schwelb's system to provide for the following: a speech 
decoder to decode voice, a switch to selectively provide data for speech decoder or 
message processing as this arrangement would facilitate the user to have the benefit of 
receiving both voice and text as taught by Haavisto, thus providing the user the 
advantage of having both text and voice information to suite his convenience. 

Schwelb differs from claim 4 in that although he teaches receiving text messages 
using SMS protocol (col. 5 lines 19-22), he does not teach use of the Global Standard 
for Mobile communication (GSM), 

However, Haavisto teaches use of the Global Standard for Mobile 
communication (GSM) for receiving voice and text (col. 12 lines 65-66). 

Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
invention was made to modify Schwelb's system to provide for the following: use of the 
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Global Standard for Mobile communication (GSM) for receiving messages as this 
arrangement would facilitate use one of the well known wireless communication 
standard for receiving and transmitting messages. 

3. Claims 2-3, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Schwab in view of Haavisto as applied to claims 1 , 5, above, and further in view of 
Yamanaka et al. (JP 403076356A, hereinafter Yamanaka). 

Regarding claims 2-3, the combination does not teach the following: a voice 
recognition module, a command interpreter module, and a controller that produces text 
menu messages. 

However, Yamanaka discloses human voice recognition portable telephone set, 
which teaches the following: a voice recognition module (26, fig. 1) a command 
interpreter module in (2, fig. 1), and a controller (2, fig. 1) that produces text menu 
messages (for example messages displayed on LCD 22, fig. 1, see abstract). 

Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
invention was made to modify the combination to provide for the following: a voice 
recognition module, a command interpreter module, and a controller that produces text 
menu messages as this arrangement would facilitate the user to initiate telephone calls 
using voice commands after confirming the called party details displayed on a display 
as taught by Yamanaka. 

4. Claims 9 and 1 1 , are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable 
over Schwab in view of Haavisto as applied to claim 5 above, and further in view of 
Ishikura (JP403045057A) . 
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Regarding claims 9 and 1 1 , the combination does not teach the following: 
receiving a spoken command, processing the received command with in a voice 
recognition module to produce a recognized word, matching the recognized word to an 
associated mobile terminal command, issuing an action corresponding to the mobile 
terminal command to a command execution block within the mobile terminal, and 
providing an audible acknowledgement to user upon completion of the command, 
audible acknowledgement is generated using voice synthesizer connected to the 
speech decoder. 

However, Ishikura discloses vehicle mounted portable telephone set of automatic 
dial system which teaches the following: receiving a spoken command, processing the 
received command with in a voice recognition module (1 1 , fig. 3) to produce a 
recognized word, matching the recognized word to an associated mobile terminal 
command, issuing an action corresponding to the mobile terminal command to a 
command execution block within the mobile terminal, and providing an audible 
acknowledgement to user upon completion of the command, audible acknowledgement 
is generated using voice synthesizer (16, fig. 3) connected to the speech decoder ( 
reads on 8, fig. 3, see abstract). 

Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
invention was made to modify the combination to provide for the following: receiving a 
spoken command, processing the received command with in a voice recognition module 
to produce a recognized word, matching the recognized word to an associated mobile 
terminal command, issuing an action conresponding to the mobile terminal command to 
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a command execution block within the mobile terminal, and providing an audible 
acknowledgement to user upon completion of the command, audible acknowledgement 
is generated using voice synthesizer connected to the speech decoder as this 
arrangement would facilitate initiating call and transmission even during driving as 
taught by Ishikura, thus providing user convenience. 

5. Claim 10 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Schwab 
in view of Haavisto and Ishikura as applied to claim 9 above, and further in view of 
Richard et al. (US PAT: 5,924,068, filed 2-4-1997, hereinafter Richard). 

The combination differs from claim 10 in that it does not teach the following: 
audible acknowledgement is generated by TTS converter. 

However, Richard teaches the following: audible acknowledgement is generated 
by TTS converter (figs. 1-2, col. 4 lines 58-64). 

Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
invention was made to modify the combination to provide for the following: audible 
acknowledgement is generated by TTS converter as this arrangement would facilitate 
generating acknowledgement using another well known method for user interaction. 

6. Claims 6-8, are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Melur Ramakrishnaiah whose telephone number is 
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(703) 305-1461 . The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 6:30-4:00; every other 
FOff. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Curtis Kuntz can be reached on (703)305-4708. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). J 



Melur Ramakrishnaiah 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2643 


